TOWN OF OAKLAND
CODE ENFORCEMENT DEPARTMENT
75 CLAY ST
OAKLAND, TN 38060
901-465-3108

GENERAL INFORMATION – PERMITS

The following is to provide general information to homeowners/contractors for permits issued for accessory structures (storage sheds, garages, gazebos, arbors, etc.), pools, fences, patio covers, and decks.
Planning a home improvement job? WAIT! Here's what you need to know first:  Call Tennessee One Call - 811
Whether you are planning to do it yourself or hire a professional, smart digging means calling 811 before each job. 
Permits are required for storage sheds (whether fixed to the land or portable), garages, gazebos, pools (in-ground or above ground), fences, patio covers (whether attached to the house or freestanding), and decks.
When applying for a permit, a site plan (drawing) must be submitted showing the location of the improvement and measurements from the property lines and house.  Typically, the site plan will be available from this office.  The site plan shows setback requirements and easements.  Improvements are not to be located on any easement, even in those cases where the setback requirement is less restrictive than that of the easement.
Unless the improvement will be attached to the house, the improvement cannot be located any closer than 5 feet to the house.  This distance is measured from the overhang (gutter) of the house to the overhang of the improvement, if appropriate.
All improvements must be so located as not to negatively impact the natural drainage of water.  Remember, what you do on your property should not cause any future problems for your adjacent t property owners. 
Other permits:
	Building Permit – New homes, additions, major renovations, and bonus rooms.

	Mechanical Permits – Adding or replacement of Heating/Air conditioning units. 

	Plumbing permits – Adding a bathroom, irrigation systems, repiping water lines.

	Signs and Excavations. 

	This list covers the primary permits.  If you have questions about other permits/projects please call before 	you start work.
	
Subdivisions may have deed restrictions and or covenants that may impact your project.  Homeowner Associations may also have bylaws that have requirements the homeowner/contractor need to address.
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